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What is claimed is: 

1 . A cosmetic composition comprising, in a cosmetically' acceptable 
] aqueous or aqueous/alcoholic medium, 

j at least one acrylic copolymer formed from (a) approximately 35 to 75 % 

i by weight of an alkyl acrylate, (b) approximately 25 to 65 % of alkyl methacrylate 
and (c) approximately 1 to 15; Stfof at least one ethylenic carboxylic acid having 
from 3 to 5 carbon a^orTjsfthe alkyl radicals having from 1 to 5 carbon atoms and 
jj the percentages being expressed with respect to the total weight of the 
\ copolymer, ana 

atieast one polymer selected from a fixing polymer and a conditioning 
! po^mer. 

i / 

i 2. A composition according to Claim 1 , wherein said at least one 

acrylic copolymer exhibits a glass transijHon temperature of from 10 to 50°C 
approximately and a number-averag/molecular weight of from 10,000 to 50,000. 

3. A composition afccjrciing to Claim 1 , wherein said at least one 
acrylic copolymer is an etWyl a/rylate/mejthyl methacrylate/methacrylic 
acid/acrylic acid copolymer) 

4. A composition according to Claim 3, wherein said at least one 
acrylic copolymer comprises 50 to 60 % by weight of ethyl acrylate, 30 to 40 % 



-40- 




LAW OFFICES 

Finnegan, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett 
6 Dlfnner,l. l p. 

OOO I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 
202-400-4000 



Attorney Docket No. 5725.0134-00 

by weight of methyl methacrylate, from 2 to 1 0 % by weight of acrylic acid and 
Trom 2 to 10 % by weight of methacrylic acid, the total concentration of acrylic 
and methacrylic acid not exceeding 15 % by weight with respect to the total 
weight of the copolymer. / 

5. A composition according to Claim 1 , wherein, said at least one 

j polymer selected from a fixing polymer and a conditioning polymer is present in 
concentrations of from 0.1 % to 20 % by weight with respect to the total weight of 
the composition. / 

6. A composition according tc/Claim 5, wherein said at least one 

j polymer selected from a fixing p/rfyr\^f and a conditioning polymer is present in 
j concentrations of from 1 % to/lO °/by wejgfit with respect to the total weight of 
the composition. 

7. A composition sfccording to Claim 1 , wherein the concentration of 
said acrylic copolymer is ffom 0.01 to 15 % by weight with respect to the total 
weight of the compositii/n. 

8. A composition according to Claim 7, wherein the concentration of 
said acrylic copolymer is from 0.05 to 8 % by weight with respect to the total 
weight of the composition. 
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9. A composition according to Claim 1 , wherein said at least one 
polymer selected from a fixing polymer and a conditioning polymer is selected 
from anionic, cationic, amphoteric and non-ionic polymers and their mixtures. 

10. A composition according to tyalm 9, wherein said anionic polymers 
are selected from: 

- copolymers of acrylic acid; 

- copolymers derived from crotonic/acid; 

- polymers derived from maleic, fumaric or itaconic acids or anhydrides with vinyl 
esters, vinyl ethers, vinyl halids^, phenylvinyl derivatives or acrylic acid and its 
esters; 

- copolymers of metha#f lie acid^nd of methyl methacrylate; 
the copolymer of methabrylie'acid and of ethyl acrylate- 

- the vinylpyrrolidone/acrylic acid/lauryl methacrylate terpolymer; and 

- the methacrylic acid/ethyl acrylate/tert-butyl acrylate terpolymer 

/ 

11. A composition according to Claim 1 0, wherein said copolymer of 
acrylic acid is an aprylic acid/ethyl acrylate/N-tertbutylacrylamide terpolymer. 

12. A composition according to Claim 10, wherein said copolymer 
derived from crotonic acid is a vinyl acetate/vinyl terbutyl benzoate/crotonic acid 
terpolymer or a crotonic acid/vinyl acetate/vinyl neododecanoate terpolymer. 
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13. A composition according to Claim 10/wherein said anionic polymer 
is a monoesterified maleic anhydride/methyl yinyl ether copolymer. 

14. A composition according to Olaim 9, wherein said cationic polymers 
are selected from: 

-the copolymer of acrylamide and G(f dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate, 
quaternized with dimethyl sulphate, 

- copolymers of acrylapntae afid of methacryloyloxyethyltrimethylammonium 
chloride, 



- the copolymer 
methyl sulphate, 



fide and of methacryloyloxyethyltrimethylammonium 



- optionally quaternized vinylpyrrolidone/dialkylaminoalkyl acrylate or 
methacrylate' copolymers, 

- the dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate/vinylcaprolactam/vinylpyrrolidone 
terpolymer, 

anjfl the quaternized dimethylaminopropylmethacrylamide/vinylpyrrolidone 
copolymer. 

15. A composition accordinjg4a/Claim^ ( wherein said amphoteric 
polymers are selected from polymers/containing upiis deriving: 
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a) from at least one monomer selected from acrylamides and 
"methacrylamides substituted on the nitrogen by an alkyl/radical, 

b) from at least one acidic comonomer Containing at least one 
reactive carboxyl group, and 

c) from at least one basic comono/ier. 

16. A composition according to Claim 15, wherein said at least one 

basic co-monomer is selected from esters/of acrylic and methacrylic acids 

containing at least one primary, secondary, tertiary or quaternary amine 

substituent and the product from thd^uaternization of dimethylamino ethyl 

methacrylate with dimethylsplfate/or diethyl If ate. 

/ 

17. A composition ab^ording to Claim^C wherein said amphoteric 
polymers are selected from/opolymers whose CTFA name is 
Octylacrylamide/acrylatesybutylaminoethyl methacrylate copolymer. 

18. A composition according to Claim 1 , wherein said composition is 
pressurized in the fopfn of an aerosol. 

1 9. A composition according to Claim 1 8, wherein said composition 
comprises from / 0 to 50 % by weight of a propellant with respect to the total 
weight of the imposition. 
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20. A method for improving the quality of the vap^rizatioTTand/or the 

ji "spraying of a cosmetic composition, sajd.methocf comprising the step of inculding 

I 

! an effective amount of ao^crvlic copolymer as defined in Claim 1 in a cosmetic 
compositionco^fJflsing at least one polymer selected from a fixing polymer and 

! a ccjT.ditj0nmg polymer. 

! 

j 21 . A method according to Claim 20, wherein saicycosmetic 

| composition is aerosol-pressurized. 

; 

j 22. A method for the cosmetic treatment o/a keratinous substance, 

I said method comprising the steps of 

j 

j i applying a cosmetically effective 6moufit of a cosmetic composition as 

ji \^ 
I! defined in Claim 1 to the keratinous substa 

\\ / 

|j thereafter optionally rinsing witrywater, and 

optionally providing a settingyume prior to said rinsing step. 
23. A method according to Claim 22, wherein said keratinous 
substance is hair. 
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